Dyslexia in New South Wales
Where to go for Support in NSW
SPELD NSW SPELD NSW supports children and adults with specific learning difficulties
Speld NSW Facebook Speld NSW - Home
NSW Department of Education Website for information on learning support Disability,
learning and support
NSW Department of Education Website information for students with disabilities
Students with disability
Nationally we recommend accessing support from the following Facebook - Dyslexia Support Australia Dyslexia Support Australia Public Group
The Australian Dyslexia Association Dyslexia Association Australia
Learning Difficulties Australia Learning Difficulties Australia: Home - LDA
Auspeld AUSPELD | The Australian Federation of SPELD Associations
The following information on Dyslexia and the Law was compiled by Belinda Dekker of
Dyslexia Support Australia  https://dekkerdyslexia.wordpress.com/

Disability Discrimination Act 1992
"disability, in relation to a person, means:

(f) a disorder or malfunction that results in the person learning differently from
a person without the disorder or malfunction;"
"DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT 1992 - SECT 4 Interpretation." DISABILITY
DISCRIMINATION ACT 1992 - SECT 4 Interpretation. Web. 20 Feb. 2017.
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"The definition of ‘disability’ in the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (DDA) is sufficiently
broad as to include dyslexia within the meaning of that term as outlined in
recommendation 1."
The Australian Government response to recommendations of the Dyslexia Working Party
Report ' Web. 20 Feb. 2017

Disability Standards for Education Act 2005
"Perhaps the most significant feature of the Education Standards is the introduction of a
positive obligation on education providers to make ‘reasonable adjustments’ to
accommodate the needs of students with disabilities.[355] The Standards also impose an
obligation on education providers to consult with affected students or their associates in
relation to such adjustments.[356]"
Admin. "Federal Discrimination Law: Chapter 5 The Disability Discrimination Act." Admin.
16 Dec. 2012. Web. 10 Feb. 2017.
"Anti-discrimination law covers a wide range of disabilities and health problems. These
include the following:
a mental illness or psychiatric disability, such as anxiety, depression, (may be caused
by dyslexia)
a behavioural disorder such as ADHD or Asperger's Syndrome; (comorbidity with
dyslexia)
a learning or cognitive disability such as dyslexia;"
"Anti-Discrimination Board of NSW." Disability Discrimination. Web. 31 Mar. 2017.
https://www.education.gov.au/disability-standards-education-2005

Students with Disability Australian Curriculum
"Educators must offer a person with a disability the same educational opportunities as
everyone else. This means that if a person with a disability meets the necessary entry
requirements of a school or college he or she should have just as much chance to study
there as anyone else." Admin. "D.D.A. Guide: Getting an Education." Admin. 13 Dec. 2012.
Web. 10 Feb. 2017.
"The purpose of this advice is to support teachers in meeting their obligations under the
Disability Standards for Education 2005 (Commonwealth of Australia, 2006) (the Standards)
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to ensure that all students with disability are able to participate in the Australian
Curriculum on the same basis as their peers through rigorous, meaningful and dignified
learning programs. ""Student Diversity." Student Diversity - Students with Disability - The
Australian Curriculum V8.3. Web. 31 Mar. 2017.
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/student-diversity/meeting-the-nee
ds-of-students-with-a-disability/

What does ‘on the same basis’ mean?
"'On the same basis’ means that a student with disability should have access to the same
opportunities and choices in their education that are available to a student without
disability.
‘On the same basis’ means that students with disability are entitled to rigorous, relevant
and engaging learning opportunities drawn from the Australian Curriculum and set in
age-equivalent learning contexts.
‘On the same basis’ does not mean that every student has the same experience but that
they are entitled to equitable opportunities and choices to access age-equivalent content
from all learning areas of the Australian Curriculum.
‘On the same basis’ means that while all students will access age-equivalent content, the
way in which they access it and the focus of their learning may vary according to their
individual learning needs, strengths, goals and interests."
"Student Diversity." Student Diversity - Students with Disability - The Australian Curriculum
V8.3. Web. 31 Mar. 2017.

What is ‘consultation’ and who is involved?
"'Consultation’ can involve the principal, class teachers and support teachers, and can
include the professional expertise of therapists and other community service providers.
‘Consultation’ should take place regularly and changes made to adjustments if needed.
‘Consultation’ should continue for the whole time that the student is involved with the
school.
"Student Diversity." Student Diversity - Students with Disability - The Australian Curriculum
V8.3. Web. 31 Mar. 2017.

What are ‘reasonable’ adjustments?
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"An ‘adjustment’ is a measure or action taken to assist a student with disability to
participate in education and training on the same basis as other students.
The process of consultation outlined above is an integral part of ensuring that schools are
meeting their obligations in relation to ‘reasonable adjustments’."
"Student Diversity." Student Diversity - Students with Disability - The Australian Curriculum
V8.3. Web. 31 Mar. 2017.
Disclaimer
The information in this fact sheet is presented by Belinda Dekker for the purpose of disseminating information to the public. Belinda Dekker does not
make any representation or warranty about the accuracy, reliability, currency or completeness of any material contained in this fact sheet or on any
linked site.
While I make every effort to ensure that the material on this guide is accurate and up-to-date, you should exercise your own independent skill and
judgement before you rely on it. This guide is not a substitute for independent professional advice and users should obtain any appropriate
professional advice relevant to their particular circumstances. Links to other websites are inserted for convenience and do not constitute endorsement
of material at those sites, or any associated organisation, product or service.
In some cases the material in this guide may incorporate or summarise views, standards or recommendations of third parties or comprise material
contributed by third parties (‘third party material’). Such third party material is assembled in good faith, but does not necessarily reflect the
considered views of Belinda Dekker, or indicate a commitment to a particular course of action. Belinda Dekker makes no representation or warranty
about the accuracy, reliability, currency or completeness of any third party information.
Belinda Dekker is not liable for any loss resulting from any action taken or reliance made by you on any information or material in this guide
(including, without limitation, third party information)

Code Read Dyslexia Network Australia
Get in contact with us:
info@codereadnetwork.org
PO Box 493
CURTIN ACT 2605
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