
THANK YOU MESSAGE

A Huge THANK YOU!
As October ends, we celebrate everyone

who brought Dyslexia Awareness Month

2025 to life — our biggest year yet!

Together, we’ve created much-needed

awareness for dyslexia across Australia,

thanks to the incredible passion and

dedication of our community.

LIGHT IT RED FOR DYSLEXIA
This year’s Light It Red campaign saw an

incredible 106 landmarks illuminated across

Australia! Special thanks go to Amelia

Matlock and Grace for leading coordination

and communication, and to the members

who captured the red glow — including Jules

Stone, Sharon Ann, Amelia Matlock, Adrian

Borg, Sandra Marshall, Bruce Morgan, Simon

Dean, Melissa Ernesti, Kathryn Olsen, and

Marshall Roberts. Their photos helped the

message shine brighter than ever.

Dyslexia Awareness Month 2025 Wrap-Up Together, 

we made Australia glow red!



What an unforgettable night! Thank you to everyone who made
this year’s Red Carpet Event such a success. Special recognition
goes to Tricia Gardner for her leadership in logistics and event
coordination, Sandra Marshall for receiving this year's Sandra
Tidswell Outstanding Advocate Award, and Marscia Paradiso for
her operational support. The Gardner Family — Eleanor, Caitlyn,
Cameron, and Colin — handled logistics, gift wrapping, and
raffle management with professionalism and heart.
Entertainment by Jordan “Biggie” Steffens, and support from Bill
Hansberry and Bartek Rajkowski, made this night truly special.

You can see the photobooth snaps sneak peak from this amazing event here! Official photos to release soon.

THE RED CARPET EVENT

Our inspiring Youth Ambassador, George Rowland,
was featured in the Hervey Bay Advertiser and had
the honour of meeting the Governor of
Queensland, helping inspire young Australians
about dyslexia awareness.

[Read the story »] 

YOUTH LEADERSHIP

MEDIA, ADVOCACY
& AWARENESS
Children’s author and Australian Children’s
Laureate (2024-2025) Sally Rippin, who is a
fantastic advocate in the dyslexia space (Wild
Things: How We Learn to Read and What Can
Happen If We Don’t, Billie B Brown, Hey Jack! and
School of Monsters) joined Kerrie Fergusson, a new
member of the Code REaD Dyslexia Network, in an
insightful discussion on dyslexia and creativity.
Kerrie is a Councillor on Inner West Council in
Sydney, a children’s fantasy writer and advocate
with a background in media, public relations, and
community service, brings a deep passion for
improving dyslexia awareness and access to early
diagnosis. Watch their inspiring interview here:

https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=1135312468723862&id=100067353586013&mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=CkQCTvcWrw6WEjmQ
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.herveybayadvertiser.com.au/teen-ambassador-shines-for-dyslexia/?fbclid=IwZnRzaAN0vGpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHjbnBQrdnBFwIxyU4U6DqtvULAf0kd-Uvoj_pNG1g-71tLwF2sGZQtjcHXe8_aem_3x5pHTLcgo6BSy51T3JACA__;!!C5rN6bSF!AOE1_la1_TijpNqlKw1VYUAqVfH3BYKtXe2T9mvmN95AkMX-cd7GkFm_f6u-Nk6TvcrJoA2ApSzSjtjRevceSj6Mq3vndDMEiA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.herveybayadvertiser.com.au/teen-ambassador-shines-for-dyslexia/?fbclid=IwZnRzaAN0vGpleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHjbnBQrdnBFwIxyU4U6DqtvULAf0kd-Uvoj_pNG1g-71tLwF2sGZQtjcHXe8_aem_3x5pHTLcgo6BSy51T3JACA__;!!C5rN6bSF!AOE1_la1_TijpNqlKw1VYUAqVfH3BYKtXe2T9mvmN95AkMX-cd7GkFm_f6u-Nk6TvcrJoA2ApSzSjtjRevceSj6Mq3vndDMEiA$
https://vimeo.com/1128420194?fbclid=IwY2xjawNyR7tleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHoruAYsif0BDUSJCHm0HMC6s6UHqqPEP5z9GG-Cuu1lkOd-krjp4UzfsB5dg_aem_TIV-3USELu1U539U7jTMkQ


Julie Mavlian was very busy during the

month in her role as media lead for Code

REaD. She raised awareness through the

Less Chatter, More Matter podcast and her

LDA webinar, Identifying and Supporting

Students with Dyslexia, now part of LDA’s

on-demand library. She also hosted a

morning tea at school with lots of delicious

red food!

[Listen To The Podcast Now »] 

Identifying and Supporting Students with Dyslexia

Sarah Blake, our new Co-Opted Director spoke on 100.9 FM about Dyslexia Awareness

Month. Sarah will also be leading our new Western Australia working group to directly

advocate for changes in Western Australia. If you would like to be involved please let us

know, click here.

Marshall Roberts interviewed for two important articles for Education HQ

      Don’t wait six months to diagnose a child with dyslexia: peak body’s critical update
      and 

      Beware of structured literacy’s ‘implementation casualties’: expert

Marshall Roberts also initiated the 𝐀𝐮𝐬𝐭𝐫𝐚𝐥𝐢𝐚𝐧𝐓𝐞𝐚𝐜𝐡𝐞𝐫𝐋𝐞𝐠𝐚𝐥𝐀𝐜𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧 campaign, an

important Board endorsed initiative as we sharpen our focus on initial teacher education.

This campaign iscalling for accountability from universities that provide education degrees

that are not adequately preparing teachers to teach reading effectively. The campaign aims

to move the long-standing “reading wars” debate beyond academia and into the courtroom.

It invites teachers who believe their degrees were “not fit for purpose” to register their

interest, highlighting both the financial and emotional impacts of inadequate teacher

training in literacy instruction.

Scott Shirren joined Marshall in one of the EdHQ articles and continued to provide free

education sessions within psychology networks and professional circles.

Debi Flett and Amelia Matlock attended the Disability Standards in Education Sector
consultation and along with Thom Neville are preparing a formal submission. Amelia also

Prepared a submission on the revised IDA definition of dyslexia
      Link to Public Comment on the Revised 2025 Dyslexia Definition 

Julie Hermansen spoke at Yamba View Club on dyslexia.

https://www.buzzsprout.com/2123047/episodes/18014757?fbclid=IwZnRzaAN0vipleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrXEiZjoXit3iKfNqq7QudH00sMm31JViyGgfMKtcT1lowuOYhDNgtZzHeYP_aem_e1RRuJqG-L2ktyhPuuDdmg
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2123047/episodes/18014757?fbclid=IwZnRzaAN0vipleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHrXEiZjoXit3iKfNqq7QudH00sMm31JViyGgfMKtcT1lowuOYhDNgtZzHeYP_aem_e1RRuJqG-L2ktyhPuuDdmg
https://ldaustralia.org/product/2025dyslexia/?fbclid=IwRlRTSAN0vW5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHidLQtEUtxe38JMbWVtkESesy-R21q4pk2pXJjhcoqgI5IiJWnYX1p8Uf583_aem_k0JnkQzF2a6dptMgz2ahIw#tab-description
https://codereadnetwork.org/become-a-member/
https://educationhq.com/news/dont-wait-six-months-to-diagnose-a-child-with-dyslexia-peak-bodys-critical-update-199946/
https://educationhq.com/news/beware-of-structured-literacys-implementation-casualties-expert-200028/
https://codereadnetwork.org/advocacy/australian-teacher-legal-action/?fbclid=IwY2xjawNySqdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHhwgOaFdWEK1oyp3BnWdMmm2W5DsjFbYqSrytW1svjdj3CO-nEK9Wz8SHUql_aem_3t2zlASvsAIReNudLLeA3A
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.education.gov.au/disability-standards-education-2005/consultations/2025-review-disability-standards-education-consultation?fbclid=IwZnRzaAN0wQ5leHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHuaJWRSMUYHEDOF27DAV5EpmzrV8U7iTppSj043ePr0QHb8R40jBVhgdG9JD_aem_5Q9CbfDo_TXdovkjCL-FDw__;!!C5rN6bSF!EHkcwz9c5LLkLU12HIJkd0txmoAVDek6HHAXsdw-y0vgmVU55Y9fPy8jhnvKZ_aRzBEa8Bw8YEuvcnLb5Ztk_D59Ergsk4kSLQ$
https://dyslexiaida.org/2025-dyslexia-definition-project/
https://codereadnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Code-REaD-IDA-response.pdf


A special mention goes to Chelsea Primary

School in Victoria, who lit up their entire

school red to raise awareness for dyslexia.

CHELSEA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Each year, the University of Tasmania hosts

the Sandy Duncanson Social Justice
Lecture to honour the legacy of Alexander

(Sandy) Duncanson and promote awareness

of social justice issues. This public event

brings together students, staff, legal

professionals, and the wider Tasmanian

community in a shared commitment to equity

and inclusion. 

The 2025 lecture featured an introduction by

Marshall Roberts and a keynote address by

Distinguished Professor Pamela Snow, and

last year's Sandra Tidswell Outstanding

Advocate Award recipient whose insights

continue to inspire meaningful dialogue and

action across the country on evidence-based

approaches to support student literacy.

SANDY DUNCANSON SOCIAL JUSTICE LECTURE

To every school, organisation, council, photographer, supporter, and volunteer who took

part in this year’s activities — THANK YOU!

 Your collective efforts have amplified the voice of the dyslexia community and helped

bring understanding, visibility, and hope to so many. Together, we’ve made Australia glow

red with awareness and unity — and together, we will continue to drive change.

#CodeREaD #LightItRedforDyslexia #DyslexiaAwarenessMonth #OctoberWrapUp #LIR2025

https://m.youtube.com/live/1JV2nawJJrE?si=4Vzjt0dUKKQIUUtM&sfnsn=mo&fbclid=IwZnRzaAN0yZtleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHuDHPk3zzVSQQtbzO2VXzJ4V-WL59074eEPxixp0I6fR5BuZALd3teDXVBsY_aem_zPwUKUn3KnZNlDU-lfHwew

